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Beetles 


Coleoptera 


Bloody-nosed beetle 

Where Widespread across Britain 
and Ireland 

Habitat Like downland and areas 
with plenty of grass. Can often be 
spotted walking across grass or on 
paths. Produce a red defensive 
secretion from the head if attacked 
When April-August 


Common Tiger beetle 
Where Across Britain 
Habitat Mainly found on 
heathland, sand dunes or 
other sandy regions 

When May-July 


Wasp beetle 
Where Common and widespread across 
Britain and Ireland 


Habitat Gardens, hedges and woodland. 


Can often be seen running over tree 
trunks in sunny spots. Lay eggs on dead 
deciduous timber, especially in fences 
When May-July 


gardens and hedges. Hide 
during the day under logs or 
stones and emerge at night 
to feed 

When April-October 


Lesser Stag beetle 

Where Localised but widespread in 
southern and central England, Wales 
and southern parts of Ireland 
Habitat Mainly live in deciduous 
woods. Can be spotted feeding on 
tree sap or near their nests which are 
often found in rotting tree stumps 
When April-October; most common 
in spring 


Cockchafer 
Where Common across Britain 


‘Habitat Gardens and parks, hedges and 


woods because they eat the leaves of 
deciduous trees. Can often be seen 
swarming around trees at dusk and 
often crash into lit windows at night 
When May-June 


Britain, more common 
near the coast 
Habitat Especially like 
grassy habitats 

When April-July 


Violet Ground beetle 

Where Common across Britain 
Habitat Can be found in many habitats, 
especially gardens and hedges. Often 
hide under stones or rubbish by day 
and venture out to hunt slugs at night 
When March-October 


Rose Chafer beetie 
Where Widespread across 
Britain and Ireland 

Habitat Sunny spots, where 


Devil's Coach-horse adults nibble on flowers of 
beetle various trees and shrubs. 
Where Throughout the UK Black Oil beetle Larvae can be found near 
Habitat Woodland, meadows, Where Local throughout rotting timber and deep 


leaf litter (especially of 
willow trees). Have become 
more common in gardens 
in the south 

When May-October 


Spotted Longhorn 

Where Common across Britain 
Habitat Adults found on flowers. Look 
very similar to other species, but their 
antennae are yellow at the base 
When June-August 
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iad CQ 24-spot ladybird 
Heather ladybird Orange ladybird Where Across the UK 
) Where Local in south and central Where Across the UK, Habitat Fields and meadows; usually 
Britain including Ireland especially in England found near the ground in long grasses 
| Habitat Found on heather heath Habitat Woodland, especially When May-October 
and also on conifers near sycamore trees 
When April-November When April-October 
5 
Glow-worm 
Where Scattered and localised 
| in the south 
When Grassland, especially with 
: -leaf beetle untreated, chalky soil and often near 
Green Leaf Weevil Whe sig ata expanses of water. The larva-like 
Where Common across Britain in southern Britaimt— females sit in grass at night emitting 
; Habitat Gardens and hedges; Habitat Damp habitats on. a green light to attract the males who 
often seen on nettles mint plants or other labiates® fly in search of a mate 
When May-September When May-September Habitat June-July 


Millipedes and centipedes 


Diplopoda/Chilopoda 


Sh Stone centipede 
Striped millipede Where Southern and central Britain 
Flat-back millipede Where Throughout Britain Habitat Live under stones and 
Where Widespread throughout Britain Habitat Decaying wood and decaying leaf litter, or in compost 
Habitat Decaying wood and leaf litter leaf litter on well-drained soil heaps in gardens 
When All year round When All year round When All year round 


Illustrations: Sandra Pond and Robin Carter of The Art Agency 
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Grasshoppers and crickets 


Orthoptera 


Field grasshopper 

Where Common and widespread 
across Britain, except northern 
Scotland and northern Ireland 
Habitat Mainly dry, sparse grassland. 
Hear them making their irregular 
short chirps during mating season 

in the summer 

When June-October 


True bugs 


Hemiptera 


Dock bug 
Where Common in 
southern and central Britain 
Habitat Find them feeding on docks 
and similar plants in the spring, and 
near blackberry plants and other 
similar fruit trees in autumn 

When April-October 


Red-and-black Froghopper 
Where Fairly common in south 
and central Britain 

Habitat See them resting on 
plants in wooded areas 

When April-August 


Roesel’s Bush cricket 

Where South-eastern Britain, 

but is spreading rapidly 

Habitat Can be seen day or night 

in most habitats, but especially like 
damp meadows or grassland with lush 
vegetation in coastal regions. Listen out 
for their characteristic long bursts of 
sound like a pneumatic drill 

When June-November 


Pied Shield bug 

Where Common across southern Britain; 
absent from Scotland and Ireland 
Habitat Often found on dead-nettle 
and other low-growing labiate plants 
When Mainly May-July 


Hawthorn Shield bug 

Where Common across southern 
Britain and Ireland 

Habitat Found near fruit trees; feeds 
on leaves and fruit of hawthorn and 
other similar trees 

When Mainly April-August 


Speckled Bush cricket 

Where Common across southern Britain 
and south Wales; scarce elsewhere 
Habitat Can be seen day and night on 
nettles, bramble leaves and similar 
scrubland vegetation. Often found in 
gardens, but very well camouflaged. 
Hear their short bursts of scratchy song 
repeated every few seconds 

When July-November 


Common Spittle-bug 

Where Common across Britain 
Habitat Found on a wide range of 
herbaceous and woody plants 
When June-September 


Common Green Shield bug 
Where Common and widespread across 
England, Wales and southern Ireland; 
scarce further north 

Habitat Found commonly resting on 
trees and rank herbaceous plants. May 
appear bronze if spotted in autumn 
(changes colour for hibernation) 

When April-September 
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Mountain bumblebee 

Where Western and northern Britain 
Habitat A moorland species, though 
declining in the north and Scotland 
When April-September 


Red-tailed bumblebee 

Where Common and widespread 
across England and Wales; scarce 
further north 

Habitat Especially common in open 
countryside, often in coastal regions, 
and mainly nest under stones 

When April-September 


Hornet 

Where Southern England 
Habitat Especially found in wooded 
areas and often seen near their nests 
in hollow trees, but becoming more 
common in suburban situations where 


nests have been built in chimney stacks 


and wall cavities 
When June-September 
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Bees, wasps and ants 


Hymenoptera 


Buff-tailed bumblebee 

Where Across England, Wales 

and southern parts of Scotland 
Habitat Nest underground, often in 
abandoned rodent nests. One of the 
most common garden bees 

When April-September 


Tree bumblebee 

Where Southern Britain, 

but spreading northwards 
Habitat They nest in hollow 
trees and similar cavities above 
ground. Especially common in 
wooded areas. 

When April-September 


Great Yellow bumblebee 
Where North coast of Scotland 

up to Orkney 

Habitat Flower-rich meadows, 
especially in the Hebridean machair 
areas. A nationally scarce species 
When April-September 


Horntail wasp 

Where Common across Britain 
Habitat Mainly found in pine 
woods, but more recently seen 
in new housing blocks emerging 
from building timber. Commonly 
seen flying in the sunshine, 
especially in tree tops 

When May-October 


Leaf-cutter bee 
Where Common across Britain 

Habitat They nest in holes in decaying wood and 
construct their solitary cells using pieces of leaf 
cut from shrubs (often roses) 

When May-August 


Ruby-tailedwasp Southern wood ant 
Where Common across Britain ! Where Across southern Britain 
Habitat Common in gardens, they are Habitat Colonies are scattered in woods 
Parasites of solitary bees. Can often be Ichneumon fly across the south. They make large mound 
spotted running over walls or tree trunks Where Throughout the UK nests using leaves and twigs and protect 
looking for the nests of their hosts Habitat Woodland, hedges, parks, gardens —_nests by squirting formic acid at possible 
When April-September and meadows. A common parasite of the attackers. See them in flight searching for 
larvae of many species of moth mates in early summer 
When May-September When February-October 
Lacewings and alderflies 


Neuroptera 


Green Lacewing 

Where Across the UK Alder fly 

Habitat All kinds of well-vegetated Where Across the UK Scorpion fly 

habitats, especially common in gardens. Habitat Found near water, they spend a lot Where Across Britain 

They look pinkish in the autumn as they of time resting on vegetation. Lay eggs Habitat Spy them flying in shaded areas 

prepare to hibernate on reeds and similar plants resting to eat dead animal matter or ripe 

When April-October When April-August fruit. Often seen in hedges or brambles 
a When May-August 


Diptera 


ge Banded hoverfly 
ij ™= ty. Where Across southern Britain 
Fi iy Habitat Found mainly in Marmalade hoverfly 

@Q wooded areas, but increasingly Where Common across Britain Spotted crane fly 
Yellow dung fly common in gardens in the Habitat Abundant in gardens, Where Across Britain 
Where Across the UK south. Can be seen feeding on they often form dense swarms Habitat Prevalent in well 
Habitat Swarm near cow nectar, especially umbellifers. as they migrate in spring cultivated areas, their larvae 
pats and horse dung Excellent hornet mimic and autumn are common garden pests 


When April-October When May-September When March-November When May-August 


Woodlice 


Isopoda 


Pill woodlouse 
Where Southern and 
central Britain 

Habitat Decaying wood 
and leaf litter, usually in 
dry environments 
When All year round 


Spiders 


Araneae 


Nursery Web spider 

Where Common across Britain 

Habitat Like areas of dense vegetation, 
especially nettle patches. Most 
commonly seen sunbathing on leaves 
with their front legs facing forward and 
pressed together tightly 

When May-July 


Daddy-longlegs 
Where Common across the 
UK, especially in the south 
Habitat Mainly found in 
buildings, where they spin 
flimsy webs. If alarmed, 
they vibrate their webs 
When All year round 


SORT STS Oe 


Common Rough 
woodlouse 

Where Widespread 
throughout Britain 
Habitat Decaying wood 
and leaf litter. Commonly 
found in gardens 

When All year round 
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Wasp spider 


Where Localised, mainly in south 
Habitat Common in bushes and long 
grasses in low-lying areas 

When July-October 


Wolf spider 
Where Common across Britain 
Habitat Sunny spots with some 
moisture and shelter. Often found 
in gardens, running around in the 
lawn where it hunts prey. Likes 
sunbathing on stones 

When April-September 


Garden spider 
Where Across Britain 

Habitat Common in gardens and 
woodland; often seen on fences or 
in hedges. Usually rest under leaves. 
Similar to many other species, 

but recognisable by their white 
abdominal cross 

When June-October 


Woodlouse spider 

Where Common across Britain, 
except northern parts of Scotland 
Habitat Live under logs, stones and 
debris. Especially like compost heaps, 
which are full of woodlice for them to 
prey upon 

When All year round, but mainly 
May-September 


Zebra spider 

Where Across the UK 

Habitat Normally seen in gardens and 
running on walls in search of prey 
When April-October 


Flower Crab spider 

Where Common in southern Britain 
Habitat Most commonly found 

on flowers, where they ambush 
visiting insects 

When May-July 


There are a staggering 27,000 species of 


creepy-crawly indigenous to Britain. Sadly 

we can't fit them all on one fold-out guide, 

so here's a selection of our most beautiful buzzy, 
crawly and wriggly creatures for you to go out 
and spot (we've magnified the tiniest ones) 


ou entomophobes may 
squirm or scoff, but the 
best way to learn about 
creepy-crawlies is to 
get right up close and personal. 
Try lying still on a grassy patch, 
parting the blades and watching for 
15 minutes as spiders, beetles, flies 
and bugs go about their business. 
Take the time to turn over stones 
and logs (replacing them when 
-you’re done, of course) to discover 
another world of busy creatures. 
Make a beeline for flowerbeds on 
sunny days to watch bees and 
wasps feeding, or look under the 
loose bark of logs and branches to 
study beetles and their larvae. 
Here’s a tip: take several handfuls 
of soil and leaf litter froma garden, 
park or wood, throw it all on toa 
white tray and leave it sitting in 
the sun. Watch for a few minutes 
and an army of invertebrates will 
invariably show themselves. Or you 
could place an upturned umbrella 
under a tree or shrub and then, 
gently, tap the branches with a 


stick. This will dislodge a host of 
insects and spiders — but do leave 
them near where you found them. 

If you’re a real fan of creepy- 
crawly hunting, cultivate an 
ecosystem in your garden and . 
create an “observation zone”. 
Plant nectar-rich flowers, heave a. 
decaying log pile into an abandoned 
corner, make a compost heap or 
create nesting sites for solitary bees 
by drilling different-sized holes 
(at least 10cm deep) into blocks 
of hard wood and leaving them 
in a sunny spot. 

Don’t be too tidy in your garden 
and, in no time at all, loads of 
insects should be zipping around 
your doorstep. Sit in the great 
outdoors, be patient, and see what 
comes to say hello. Happy spotting 
— and many thanks to Stuart Hine 
at the Natural History Museum in 
London for his expert help with 
this guide (nhm.ac.uk). 


Tomorrow A fantastic fold-out 
guide to Britain’s pond creatures 


